
 
 
 

Marshall’s Charity Act 1855 
 
 
 
 
 

Until 1855, the Trustees of John Marshall had been guided by the terms of his Will 
of 1627, together with various decisions of the High Court in relation to specific 
details of clarification which had occurred in the interim. 
 
In 1855, the trustees paid for a private Act of Parliament which set out how the 
Charity should be managed, with particular reference to issues concerning the 
purchase and sale of land. 
 
The preamble to the Act of Parliament consists of the Will of 1627, a copy of 
which follows below.  As well as a number of personal bequests to family and 
friends, certain passages set out the initial basis of the work which would be 
carried forward by “his Feoffees, their Heires and Assigns”.   These passages have 
been highlighted and explained. 
 
Virtually all of the sections of the Act were replaced in 1915 by a Charity 
Commission Scheme. 
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